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Importance

Mosaic Covenant: Dispersion of
Israel

Two times in the history of Israel were they
scattered as a nation. First during the

70 AD Roman general and future emperor destroys the Jewish Temple
and city and begins the process of scattering the Jewish people

Moses foretold a gathering of the
children of Israel

creation of state of Israel in May 1948.

Duet 28:64 Babylonian captivity in 608 BC and a throughout the Roman empire to suppress opposition to Roman rule.

3450 years second time during the Roman occupation | The events are recorded by Jewish historian and writer Flavious

ago Moses 54BC- 638 AD. Josephus.

foretold a The Arch of Titus in Rome celebrates the Roman victory over

scattering of Jerusalem.

the children

of Israel
Mosaic Two times in history were the children of The creation of the State of Israel after 2000 year period of occupation
Covenant: Israel gathered from the nations and by foreign forces was fulfilling part of the Covenant Moses established

g Gathering of placed back in the land of Israel after being | but also prophecies from the book of Jeremiah, Isaiah, Ezekiel ,Joel,

Israel Duet 30:3 scattered from the land. Once after Persian | Amos and Micah. All talked about a future gathering of a dispersed
3450 years ago victory over Babylon and Second after Jewish nation.

= Ezekiel 36-37

2600 years ago the
Jewish priest Ezekiel
describes a detailed

IS¢ T Gathering of Israel

gathering of Israel.

Ezekiel gives a detailed description of the
gathering of the Jewish people after 1900
years of scattering. Jewish people from all
over the world be gathered into a nation
that was birthed into existence.

Nearly 1900 years after the Roman armies expelled the Jews from the
land of Israel and renamed it Palestine they returned. But 600 even
before they were expelled Ezekiel gave us a detailed account of their
return from near extermination as a people with no hope or recovery.
The details of the prophecy defies all laws of probability. Some way
Ezekiel knew the future in the past.

Gathering of Jews
from Ethiopia. Isaiah
11:11 750 BC Isaiah
describes Jews being
gathered from
Ethiopia

In 1980 known as Operation Solomon and
In 1991 known as Operation Exodus
people known as the Falashi Jews of
Ethiopia were taken to Israel.

2750 years ago the book of Isaiah foretold of the gathering of Jews
from various nations including Ethiopia. After a near extermination the
nation of Israel sent Cargo planes into Ethiopia to save the remaining
of Jews who claimed descent from Dan.

Jerusalem focus of world attention
Zechariah 12:3
2550 years ago
the city of
Jerusalem was
foretold to be a

We are told that Jerusalem will be a burden
for the world and the object of conflict. The
nations of the world will be at war with the
descendents of Israel.

2550 years ago Jerusalem was not much different then any other
regional large city. But today over 3 billion people. Half the Earth
population claim connection to Jerusalem. 1.3 billion Muslims believe
the City and Dome of the Rock belong to Islam. And Christian nations
feel connected to it because

Of Jesus. Zechariah was telling us the future in the past.

Abraham position
Gen 12:2-3

Abraham is promised
greatness in the

Abraham was an individual that lived over
4000 years ago in the city of Ur. But his
future is foretold with the following points.
1. Great nation to come descend from him.

4000 years is a long-time. The chance for one individual to be singled
out and projected as someone who would be great in the Earth 4000
into the future is a near impossibility. This was either someone who
had power over time and space and could reveal the future in the past

Messiah Prince,
Destruction of
Jerusalem and
Temple, Rebuilding of Temple.

rebuilt.

Earth. 2. Name great. 3. All people of Earth or a very lucky guess. In fact the name Abraham is the most popular
blessed through him name in the world.
70 Weeks of Daniel The exact month and year are foretold in Jesus died in 33AD. Over 500 years before his death Daniel would
Daniel 9:24-27 Daniel when Messiah would die. Following | foretell the Month and year of his death. As well as the Roman
Daniel writes about the | his death the city and Temple would be destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple. And a future yet to be rebuilt
date of the death of destroyed. The Temple would later be Temple. The details of Daniel prophecy are such that they are beyond

lucky guessing. The source of Daniel’s writing is beyond Time and
Space.




Messiah Rejected
Isaiah 52:13-53 The
person described in
Isaiah is one who is
to be exalted above
all but will first be
rejected and killed.

Jesus claimed to be Messiah but told that
he must first suffer and be rejected for the
sins of man. 750 years before his birth
Isaiah describes events that would parallel
the life of Jesus and concur with his
purpose.

Jesus who claimed to be Messiah was crucified by the Romans. Isaiah
foretold events that were beyond the control of human nature. “Raised
and lifted up” first be “appalled at”, “Pierced for transgression”, “Die
with the wicked”, “Buried with the rich” and then “See the light of life”.
750 years before his birth. Today Christianity is the most populous
religion. What was Isaiah’s source?

Destruction
of Temple
Matthew 24 :2
Jesus foretold

In 70 AD the Romans under Titus
destroyed the Temple 37 years earlier that
the Disciples admired. The Temple was
completely destroyed.

In 70 AD the Romans burned the Temple. The gold from the Temple
melted and poured into the rocks and crevices. The Roman soilders
pried all the stones to get at the gold throwing each stone to the
ground. Fullfilling exactly what Jesus foretold. The future foretold in

the
destruction of
the Jewish

Sl T Temple in
which each stone would be thrown
down.

the past.

Objective:
Manuscript
Dead Sea
Scrolls

The Dead
Sea Scrolls are actually hundreds of scrolls and scraps that
date between 300BC and 70 AD. The first of them was found
in 1947 in the caves in the Qumran area near the Dead Sea
about seven miles south of Jericho.

Some of the scrolls were
found in jars. About 1/2 of
the scrolls contain copies
of portions of Old
Testament books every
book but Esther) These
copies are over 1000 years
older than most of the
manuscripts scholars
previously had available
for study and translation.

This was one of the most important finds in history
because it shows that the Old Testament was
copied very accurately over the centuries. When
the scrolls were compared with the oldest
Masoretic text, on which most modern translations
are based, only insignificant differences were
found. Therefore we can be confident of our
current texts.

Objective:
Manuscript
Septuagint

The Greek
translation of the
Old Testament
dating to 300-250
BC

After the conquest of
Alexander the Great over
the Persian kingdom. The
writings of many cultures
were translated into the
Greek language. Including
the Old Testament. This
translation was called the
Septuagint.

The Septuagint was used by the early church as
their bible. But the Septuagint pre-dates the
Christianity by 250 to 300 years. The Septuagint
validates the accuracy of the original Hebrew
Bible.




Sumerian King List

The Sumerians established the first
civilization in the biblical world. Several clay
tablets and prisms containing the list of the
kings have been found in the ruins of
Mesopotamia.

Surviving copies of the Sumerian king list date
to 2100 BC

What is amazing is that the kings are divided into
two groups. Those who ruled before a great
flood and those who ruled after it. Equally
amazing is that the lengths of reigns and life
spans of these kings drastically decreased after
the flood as did life spans of people recorded in
the Bible.

Ancient Flood story

Accounts of massive floods are found in many
cultures around the world. The Gilgamesh
Epic the saga of an ancient Babylonian King,
(Gilgamesh) includes an expanded flood story
on Tablet 11, similar to the flood story of
Genesis 6-9. The best known copy of the Epic
was found at Nineveh on a series of baked
clay tablets.

Copies of the Epic and other flood stories have
been found in the Near East. The popularity of
the flood theme argues for its historicity and
supports the flood of Noah's time.

Tablet 11 (Right) of the Gilgamesh Epic tells of a
great flood brought on earth by the wrath of gods
and includes a hero who is told to build a ship, to
take every kind of animal along, and to use birds
to check if the water had receded

Ur, Hometown of Abraham

Ur is mentioned as the hometown of Abraham
4 times. Ur has been occupied before 2000
BC.

Since 1800 Excavations have in the city have
occurred have revealed a great deal about the
city. The Ziguratit of Ur has been uncovered
from the city.

Finds show that Abraham’s ancestral home had
been a powerful city-state before it fell. If Ur's
decline and fall came during Abraham's time,
perhaps archaeology has provided another clue
as to why Abraham Abraham's father relocated
his family to Haran. Both cities worshiped the
moon god. Gen. 11:31, 15:7, Neh 9:7, Acts 7:24

Hittite Capital

The ancient Hittite's large capital city has
been recovered about 90 miles east of
Ankara, Turkey. The Hittite’s rule extended to
Syria and Lebanon in the 2nd millennium BC.
The city fell around 1200 BC. Although Hittites
are mentioned often in the Old Testament,
almost nothing was known about them until
modern times. One hundred years ago, critics
thought the Hittites were an imaginary people
made up by the biblical authors.

Finding the Hittite's empire forced that claim to
be withdrawn and supported the biblical record.
The find also helps explained the language,
history and literature of people who appear in the
Old Testament. From the Hittites Abraham
purchased a burial site in the cave of
Machpeallah.

Mereptah Stele

The hieroglyphic text of the stele made in
Egypt describes the victories of Pharaoh
Merneptah around 1230 BC over the Libyans
and people of Palestine. The stele stands
more than seven feet high. The Merneptah
Stele contains the earliest extra biblical
mention of the name “Israel” thus far known.
The Egyptian pharaoh brags of a victory over
Israel around 1230 BC.

Although this battle between Egypt and Israel is
not mentioned in the Old Testament, the stele
does show that the Israelites were in fact living in
the Promised Land at that time, and that their
entrance into the land had already taken place
by 1230 BC.




Jericho,

The earliest ruins at Jericho date to the Stone
Age (Neolithic). A tower (right) found in the
Jericho rins dates back before Abraham's
time. The tower is made from stones
obtained when the surrounding moat was cut.
It was connected to a mud brick wall. There
is debate over whether Joshua’s wall of
Jericho has been found. Massive erosion has
removed much of the remains of the period
and mud bricks could easily erode away over
the centuries

The biblical importance of Jericho is
underscored by the fact that it is referred to more
than 50 times in the Old Testament. Perhaps
the most significant references are those in
Joshua 6, which tell of the Israelite conquest of
the city, their first victory in the Promised land.
Archaeology has shown where the city once
stood, and that it guarded the key spot for
entering into the Promised Land from the east.

Canaanite gods and goddesses

Between 1929-1939 excavators found
hundreds of stories about Canaanite gods
and goddesses written on clay tablets among
the ruins of the ancient city of Ugarit in
modern Syria.

The Old Testament repeatedly refers to gods
and goddesses, like Baal and Ashtaroth
worshipped by the Canaanites living among
the Israelites in the Promised land

The importance of these finds are their
affirmation of the biblical record regarding pagan
influences on Israel and their struggle to
overcome them.

The prophets of Israel strongly warned God’s
people to not worship these gods in Numbers
25, 1Kings 11, Jeremiah 23, and Hosea 13

Shishak’s Invasion

A record of Pharaoh Shishak’s raid of 140
places, including the kingdom of Judah, has
been found in Egypt carved on a wall in the
Karnak Temple of Amum, god of Thebes
(Luzor today). The Shishak Relief (Sheshonk
I) commemorates his victory over Rehoboam
when Solomon’s temple was robbed of its
riches (925BC). The Relief shows that Egypt
raided Israel, not just Judah.

According to the Old Testament (1 Kings 14 and
2 Chronicles 12), Pharaoh Shishak of Egypt
invaded Judah during the fifth year of King
Rehoboam'’s reign. “Shishak, king of Egypt,
came up against Jerusalem because they had
transgressed against the LORD, with 1200
chariots, and 60,000 horsemen; and the people
were without number that came with him out of
Egypt” (2 Chronicles 12:2-3). Other verses that
refer to Thebes (the city of No) in Egypt are
Jeremiah 46:25 and Ezekiel 30:14-16

Pool at Gibeon

This remarkable pool, dating to before
1000BC, was found largely intact in Gibeon
six miles north of Jerusalem in excavations
around 1956. The pool of Gibeon goes down
80 feet. The original diggers removed 3000
tons of limestone. A tunnel of the pool runs
under the city to an outside spring. This
internal water supply was important in case of
siege.

2 Samuel 2:13 and Jeremiah 41:12 speak of a
great water pool at Gibeon. The find verifies the
location of the Pool at Gibeon as mentioned in
the Bible and shows the great effort taken to
have a secure source of water.

House of David Inscription

(Dan Inscription)

In 1993 and 1994 an archaeologist working at
the Old Testament site of the city of Dan
found three pieces of an inscribed stone
referring to David

This stone inscribed in Aramaic with the
expression “The house of David” refers to
King David’s descendants. Originally part of a
victory pillar o f a neighboring king of
Damascus (possibly Hazael),

The Tel Dan inscription is a very important find
because it is the first reference to King David
found outside of the Bible.

The stone has been dated to 2-3 centuries after
David’s time. It mentions a “king of Israel”
possibly Joram son of Ahab and a King of the
“House of David” possibly Ahaziah of Judah.




House of Yahweh Ostracon

This find appears to be a receipt for a
donation of three shekels of silver to the
House of Yahweh (Solomon’s Temple). This
Ostracon (writing on a piece of pottery) is 4
inches wide and 3.5 tall. It is not known
where it was found. Some scholars date it
between 835 and 796 BC, some 130 years
after the Temple was built.

This extremely important find is the oldest
mention of Solomon’s Temple that has been
found outside of the Bible.

The piece of pottery may contain the
oldest mention outside the Bible of King
Solornon's Ternple [AF Photo)

Jeroboam seal

Excavations at several sites in modern Israel
and antiquity shops have turned up carved
semi-precious stones belonging to members
of the royal courts of kings in the Old
Testament.

Dating from about 900 BC to about 600 BC,
these stones were used to press images into
pieces of clay that sealed up kings important
documents.

Seals were found for Uzziah(around 760 BC),
Hoshea around 730 BC), and Hezekiah (around
700 BC).

One of the most famous seals, found at
Medgiddo, depicts a lion with words, “belonging
to Shema, servant of Jeroboam”. Seals with the
names of other kings were found also (See 1
and 2 Kings)

The Moabite Stone

In 1868, A German missionary found a stone
slab over three feet tall near Dibon, east of
the Dead Sea. Inscribed on the stone were
the accomplishments of Mesha, King of Moab
around 850 BC. This stone is sometimes
called the Mesha Stele.

The Moabite stone is one of the earliest finds
that mentions biblical people. The stone says
that King Omri and his son Ahab “humbled”
Moab for many years. After Ahab’s death, King
Mesha said he had “Triumphed” over Ahab’s
family and that Israel had “perished forever”.
Some scholars say that the stone also contains
a reference to the “House of David”

Black Obelisk of Shalmaneser

This 6.5 foot tall black basalt obelisk (Four
sided pillar) reports in pictures and words the
conquests of Assyrian King Shalmaneser |l
Israel’s foe.

This find is the only picture we have so far of an
Israelite king. This is the first mention of tribute
paid to Assyria by Israel. King Jehu'’s reign is
mentioned in 2 Kings 9-10.

King Uzziah Burial Plaque

A stone plaque, found on the grounds of the
Russian church on the Mt. Of Olives, reads:
“here, the bones of Uzziah, King of Judah
were brought. Do not open.” King Uzziah
ruled Judah 792-740 BC, at the same time
that Amos, Hosea and Isaiah were
prophesying. He was 16 years old when he
became king and he reigned in Jerusalem for
52 years. As long as he sought the LORD
God gave him success.

According to 2 Chronicles 26, Uzziah sinned
against the LORD and was stricken with a
leprous disease toward the end of his life and
upon his death was buried in a “field of burial
that belonged to the kings”




Siloam Carving

The inscription comes from the days of
Hezekiah (701 BC) who ordered the tunnel to
be made so the water from Jerusalem’s Gihon
Spring could be brought in to the city to a
man-made reservoir, The Pool of Siloam. This
tunnel provided water to Jerusalem during the
anticipated siege of the King Sennacherib of
Assyria.

The inscription celebrates the completion of this
remarkable tunnel as mentioned in 2 Kings
20:20, 2 Chronicles 32:20.

Two boys discovered this ancient Hebrew
inscription carved in stone along the wall of a
tunnel as they were wading through the southern
end of the tunnel’s waters in 1880.

The Gezer Calendar

This small palm-sized limestone tablet bears
one of the first examples of Hebrew writing
known (971913 BC)

Found at Gezer, one of King Solomon's
fortress cities, this tablet contains a school
memorization drill-a short poem about he the
agricultural seasons in biblical Palestine.

The text gives insight into when certain tasks
were done during the agricultural year. It shows
literacy in the 10 th century BC.

The Lachish Reliefs

Among the ruins of the Nineveh palace of
Assyrian King Sennecherib were found 62
foot long relief's that picture the fall of the
Judean fortress of Lachish in 701 BC, over
100 years before the attack on and fall of
Judah.

These Nineveh palace carvings of the Lachish
defeat amplify the biblical record concerning the
siege of the kingdom of Judah in the days of
King Hezekiah. In 2 Kings 18:13 it says “Now in
the 14th year of King Hezekiah did Sennacherib,
king of Assyria, come up against all the fenced
cities of Judah, and took them.” However, before
the Assyrians could capture Jerusalem they
were destroyed by “God’s angel” and
Sennacherib withdrew (2 Kings 20:35, 2
Chronicles 32)

Sennacherib Prism

A 15-inch tall, six-sided baked clay prism from
ancient Assyria contains the story of the
invasion of the kingdom of Judah by
Sennacherib in 701 BC. The prism was found
at Nineveh.

King Sennacerib of Assyria is mentioned in 2
kings 18-19. Isaiah prophesied that God
would protect Jerusalem against attack by
Sennacherib (Is 36-37, 2 Chron. 32). While
the prism does say the Assyrians trapped
Hezekiah in Jerusalem “like a bird in a cage”,
like the biblical record, it says nothing of them
conquering the city.

The Bible says that God spared Jerusalem. The
prism, together with the Lachish reliefs and
excavations, adds detail to the biblical account.
King Hezekaih prayed to the Lord. Isaiah
brought him God’s message. That night the
LORD smote 185,000 Assyrians, and
Sennacaherb went back to Nineveh and later
was killed by his sons (Isaiah 37:35-38)

Lachish Letters

In 1935 an archaeologist unearthed several
letters, written about 588 BC, on 21 pottery
pieces (ostrata) from among the burned ruins
of the ancient city Lachish of Judah.

The lachish messages were desperate pleas
by the Judean defenders of the city for military
assistance. Apparently the city was
conquered by Nebuchadnezzar before the
letters could be sent.

The letters show Judah was trying to obtain help
form Egypt, relying on man rather than God. One
Ostracon mentions that no fire signals from
another defense city, Azekah could be seen.
Jeremiah 34:2-7, prophesied the conquest of
Judah, destruction of Jerusalem, and exile to
Babylon. 2 Kings 24-25




City of Babylon

The Ruins of ancient Babylon, capital of
Babylonian Kingdom, cover 2000-3000 acres
in Iraq, 56 miles south of Baghdad.

Babylon’s ruins include one of many ziggurats
(Stepped towers) from the area.

Later finds include ruins of the palace of

King Nebuchadnezzar (Daniel 4:29)

The palace of Nebuchadnezzar, who destroyed
Jerusalem in 586 BC and sent the Jews into
exile, was the site of Belshazzar's feast in Daniel
5. Jeremiah wrote that the Lord would make
Babylon desolate forever (Jer 25:12, 51)

Bakrdonian Chronicle starts with Mabonassar (8th cent BC)
Mentions the march of Nebuchadnezzar to Egypt to st

The Babylonian Chronicle

This clay tablet is a Babylonian chronicle
recording events from 605-594 BC. It was first
translated in 1956 and is now in the British
Museum. The cuneiform text on this clay
tablet tells, among other things

3 main events:1 The Battle of Carchemish
(famous battle for world supremacy where
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon defeated
Pharaoh Necho of Egypt, 605 BC.),2 The
Accession to the Throne of Nebuchadnezzar
|1, the Chaldean, 3. Capture of Jerusalem on
the 16th of March, 598 BC.

Regarding the capture of Jerusalem the clay
tablet reads:

"In the seventh month (of Nebuchadnezzar-599
BC.) in the month Chislev (Nov/Dec) the king of
Babylon assembled his army, and after he had
invaded the land of Hatti (Syria/Palestine) he laid
siege to the city of Judah. On the second day of
the month of Adara (16th of March) he
conquered the city and took the king
(Jehoiachin) prisoner. He installed in his place a
king (Zedekiah) of his own choice, and after he
had received rich tribute, he sent (them) forth to
Babylon."

Babylon nations record

Tablets found in Babylon, dated 595 BC and
570 BC. List rations of oil and barley delivered
by the royal storehouses to the deposed
Jehoiachin and his entourage

This is important because it confirms what the
biblical account of his treatment in 2 Kings
25:27. Jehoiachin was released by Evil-
merodach, Nebuchadnezzar’s successor in 37th
year of his captivity (561 BC)

The Cyrus Cylinder

The 9-inch long clay cylinder found at ancient
Babylon, dating to 539 BC, tells of King Cyrus
of Persia’s conquest of Babylon and of his
decree to let captives held by Babylon return
to their lands and restore their temples.

Cyrus sent the Jews back to their homeland after
many years of exile in Babylon as Isaiah
prophesied (2 Chron. 36:23, Ezra 1, Is 44:28)
This “Return-home” decree was one of many
issued by Cyrus. Through not mentioning
Judah, it confirms that this was Cyrus’s policy
and gives credibility to the biblical record.

Darius The Great

The tombs of Persian kings, Darius |,
Artaxerexes | and Darius Il are at Nagsh-i-
Rustum. Along with the Tombs, the
autobiography, the text which is carved in the
rock at Behistun and known to the Greek
Historian Herodotus tells the story of his rise
to power.

Darius was involved in the rebuilding of the
Jewish temple in Ezra 5-6. Darius son Xerxes
was the King in the book of Ester. Darius
grandson Artaxerexes | allowed Nehemiah to go
back to Jerusalem and rebuild the city and walls.
(Neh 2:8)




