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Review of Acts 21
• 3rd Missionary ends, final 

meeting at Ephesus
• Sets sail for Tyre, stays 7 days
• Heads to Caesarea, stays at the

house of Philip the Evangelists
• Warned by Agabus of Jerusalem 

trip
• In Jerusalem, Paul meets James

and the others
• Goes to the Temple at Pentecost
• After 7-days, Jews from Asia 

attack Paul
• Saved by the Roman soldiers
• Interviewed by the Tribune, 

Claudius Lysias
• Paul asks to speak to the angry 

mob of Jews

Third Missionary Journey
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Third Missionary Journey

Acts 
19

Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 21:37-38
37  As Paul was about to 
be brought into the 
barracks, he said to the 
tribune, “May I say 
something to you?” And 
he said, “Do you know 
Greek?
38  Are you not the 
Egyptian, then, who 
recently stirred up a revolt 
and led the four thousand 
men of  the Assassins out 
into the wilderness?”

Paul at the Temple

Tribune Claudius Lysias

Acts: The Power of the Gospel

Acts 21:39-40
39  Paul replied, “I am a 
Jew, from Tarsus in 
Cilicia, a citizen of  no 
obscure city. I beg you, 
permit me to speak to the 
people.”
40  And when he had 
given him permission, 
Paul, standing on the 
steps, motioned with his 
hand to the people. And 
when there was a great 
hush, he addressed them 
in the Hebrew language, 
saying:

Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 22:1-2
1“Brothers and 
fathers, hear the 
defense that I now 
make before you.”
2  And when they 
heard that he was 
addressing them in 
the Hebrew language, 
they became even 
more quiet. And he 
said:

Acts: The Power of the Gospel

What is your story?

Who are you?

What was your life like
before Jesus

How did you find
Jesus?

How was your life
changed?
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Acts: The Power of the Gospel

Acts 22:3
3  “I am a Jew, born 
in Tarsus in Cilicia, 
but brought up in 
this city, educated 
at the feet of  
Gamaliel according 
to the strict manner 
of  the law of  our 
fathers, being 
zealous for God as 
all of  you are this 
day.

Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Free City Status: Under the Roman 
Empire, Tarsus was a "libera civitas" (free 
city). This was a privileged status that 
allowed it to use its own laws, govern itself  
to some extent, and, most importantly, it 
was exempt from paying tribute (direct 
taxes) to Rome.

Roman Citizenship: It is widely believed 
that Paul's family acquired Roman 
citizenship in Tarsus. While being born in 
the city did not automatically grant Roman 
citizenship, the city's special relationship 
with Rome (especially under Julius Caesar, 
after whom the city was briefly renamed 
"Iuliopolis," and Mark Antony) created 
opportunities for wealthy or prominent local 
families, including Jewish ones, to be 
granted it. This would later be a key legal 
protection for Paul during his ministry (Acts 
22:25-29).

According to Strabo it exceeded Athens 
and Alexandrea 

City university famous for Stoicism

Cosmopolitan City; Greeks, Romans, 
Merchants and a large Jewish population

Key Industry was “Tent Making”

Acts: The Power of the Gospel

The Title "Rabban": He is often 
referred to as Gamaliel the Elder. In 
rabbinic literature, he was one of  only 
seven Jewish doctors of  law given the 
highest honorific title of  "Rabban,"
which means "our master/teacher" 
(superior even to "Rabbi"). 
Leading Pharisee: Gamaliel was a 
prominent leader within the Pharisee
party, a religious and political sect 
known for its meticulous adherence to 
both the written Law of  Moses and oral 
tradition. 
Member of the Sanhedrin: He held a 
seat on the Sanhedrin, the supreme 
Jewish council and high court in 
Jerusalem, where he wielded significant 
influence. The Book of Acts describes 
him as "a teacher of  the law held in 
honor by all the people" (Acts 5:34). 

Acts: The Power of the Gospel

2. Lineage and the "School of Hillel"
Grandson of Hillel: Gamaliel was the 
grandson (some sources say son) of  
the legendary Rabbi Hillel the Elder, 
one of  the most famous and 
foundational figures in rabbinic 
history. 

A "Lenient" Approach: He 
succeeded Hillel as the head of  the 
"School of  Hillel." Compared to the 
rival "School of  Shammai," which was 
extremely strict and rigid, the Hillel 
school was known for its more 
compassionate, moderate, and lenient 
interpretations of  Jewish law. This 
background makes his moderate 
advice in Acts 5 consistent with his 
school's philosophy. 

Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 22:4-5
4. I persecuted this Way to 
the death, binding and 
delivering to prison both men 
and women,
5  as the high priest and the 
whole council of  elders can 
bear me witness. From them 
I received letters to the 
brothers, and I journeyed 
toward Damascus to take 
those also who were there 
and bring them in bonds to 
Jerusalem to be punished.
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Acts: The Power of the Gospel

Acts 22:6-8
6  “As I was on my 
way and drew near to 
Damascus, about 
noon a great light 
from heaven 
suddenly shone 
around me.7  And I 
fell to the ground and 
heard a voice saying 
to me, ‘Saul, Saul, 
why are you 
persecuting me?’

Acts: The Power of the Gospel

Acts 22:6-8
8  And I 
answered, 
‘Who are 
you, Lord?’ 
And he said 
to me, ‘I am 
Jesus of  
Nazareth, 
whom you 
are 
persecuting.

Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 22:9-11
9 Now those who were 
with me saw the light 
but did not understand 
the voice of  the one who 
was speaking to me.
10  And I said, ‘What 
shall I do, Lord?’ And 
the Lord said to me, 
‘Rise, and go into 
Damascus, and there 
you will be told all that 
is appointed for you to 
do.’

Acts: The Power of the Gospel

Acts 22:9-11
11  And since I 
could not see 
because of  the 
brightness of  
that light, I was 
led by the hand 
by those who 
were with me, 
and came into 
Damascus.

Acts: The Power of the Gospel

Acts 22:12-13
12  “And one Ananias, a 
devout man according to 
the law, well spoken of  
by all the Jews who lived 
there,13  came to me, 
and standing by me said 
to me, ‘Brother Saul, 
receive your sight.’ And 
at that very hour I 
received my sight and 
saw him.

1st Account is Acts 9

2nd Account of  Paul’s Conversion

3rd Account is Acts 26

Acts: The Power of the Gospel

Acts 22:14
14  And he 
said, ‘The God 
of  our fathers 
appointed you 
to know his 
will, to see the 
Righteous One 
and to hear a 
voice from his 
mouth;
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Acts: The Power of the Gospel

Acts 22:15-17
15  for you will be a 
witness for him to 
everyone of  what you 
have seen and heard.16  
And now why do you 
wait? Rise and be 
baptized and wash away 
your sins, calling on his 
name.’17  “When I had 
returned to Jerusalem 
and was praying in the 
temple, I fell into a 
trance

Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 22:18-20
18  and saw him 
saying to me, ‘Make 
haste and get out of  
Jerusalem quickly, 
because they will not 
accept your testimony 
about me.’19  And I 
said, ‘Lord, they 
themselves know that 
in one synagogue after 
another I imprisoned
and beat those who 
believed in you.

Acts: The Power of the Gospel

Acts 22:20
20  And when the 
blood of  Stephen 
your witness was 
being shed, I 
myself was 
standing by and 
approving and 
watching over the 
garments of  those 
who killed him.’

Acts: The Power of the Gospel

Acts 22:21-23
21  And he said to me, ‘Go, 
for I will send you far away 
to the Gentiles.’”22  Up to 
this word they listened to 
him. Then they raised their 
voices and said, “Away with 
such a fellow from the earth! 
For he should not be allowed 
to live.”23  And as they were 
shouting and throwing off  
their cloaks and flinging dust 
into the air,

Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 22:24-25
24  the tribune ordered him to 
be brought into the barracks, 
saying that he should be 
examined by flogging, to find 
out why they were shouting 
against him like this.25  But 
when they had stretched him 
out for the whips, Paul said to 
the centurion who was 
standing by, “Is it lawful for 
you to flog a man who is a 
Roman citizen and 
uncondemned?”
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Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 22:24-25
24  the tribune ordered him to 
be brought into the barracks, 
saying that he should be 
examined by flogging, to find 
out why they were shouting 
against him like this.25  But 
when they had stretched him 
out for the whips, Paul said to 
the centurion who was 
standing by, “Is it lawful for 
you to flog a man who is a 
Roman citizen and 
uncondemned?”

Built by Herod the Great 35 BC

Named after his patron, Mark Anthony

Place of Jesus interrogation

Called the Barracks

Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 22:26-28
26  When the centurion heard 
this, he went to the tribune 
and said to him, “What are 
you about to do? For this man 
is a Roman citizen.”27  So the 
tribune came and said to him, 
“Tell me, are you a Roman 
citizen?” And he said, 
“Yes.”28  The tribune 
answered, “I bought this 
citizenship for a large sum.” 
Paul said, “But I am a citizen 
by birth.”

Acts: The Power of the Gospel

Acts 22:29
29  So those who 
were about to 
examine him 
withdrew from him 
immediately, and the 
tribune also was 
afraid, for he 
realized that Paul 
was a Roman citizen 
and that he had 
bound him.

Acts: The Power of the Gospel

Acts 22:30
30  But on the next 
day, desiring to know 
the real reason why he 
was being accused by 
the Jews, he unbound 
him and commanded 
the chief  priests and all 
the council to meet, 
and he brought Paul 
down and set him 
before them.
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