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Review of Acts 22
• Tribune Claudius Lysias allows Paul 

to talk to the Jews
• Paul tells “His Story” how he became 

a follower of  Jesus
• How he persecuted the “Way”  and 

Jesus appeared to him on Damascus
• When Paul referred to his mission to 

the Gentiles. The crowd erupted in 
anger

• Taken to the barracks, Paul was about 
to be beaten, when he says he is a 
Roman citizen

• The Tribune became afraid, and 
arranged a meeting with Priesthood 
and Paul to understand the situation 

•

Acts 22:30
30  But on the next 
day, desiring to 
know the real 
reason why he was 
being accused by 
the Jews, he 
unbound him and 
commanded the 
chief  priests and all 
the council to meet, 
and he brought Paul 
down and set him 
before them.
•
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Acts: The Power of the Gospel

Acts 23:1-3
1  And looking intently at the 
council, Paul said, “Brothers, I 
have lived my life before God in 
all good conscience up to this 
day.”
2  And the high priest Ananias 
commanded those who stood by 
him to strike him on the mouth.
3  Then Paul said to him, “God 
is going to strike you, you 
whitewashed wall! Are you 
sitting to judge me according to 
the law, and yet contrary to the 
law you order me to be struck?”

Ananias ben Nebedeus (AD 47-59)

Ananias ben Nebedeus (AD 47-59)

He was appointed to the office around 
A.D. 47 by Herod of Chalcis (brother of  
Agrippa I). 

Notorious Greed and Bribery: The 
Jewish historian Flavius Josephus 
painted a dark picture of  Ananias, 
describing him as a ruthless tyrant. 
Josephus records that Ananias used his 
violent servants to forcibly confiscate 
tithes directly from the threshing floors, 
leaving ordinary priests to starve, while 
using his immense wealth to bribe both 
Roman officials and Jewish factions to 
maintain his political dominance.

His Violent Death (A.D. 66): Because 
of  his heavy pro-Roman allegiances and 
extreme corruption, Ananias became a 
primary target for Jewish nationalists 
(Sicarii / Zealots). 

At the outbreak of  the First Jewish–
Roman War in A.D. 66, anti-Roman 
rebels burned his palace down. He hid in 
an aqueduct at the royal palace grounds, 
where he was discovered and assassinated 
alongside his brother, Hezekiah. Irony 
played out in his family line: his own son, 
Eleazar, was the Temple Captain who 
helped spark the rebellion against Rome.
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Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 23:4-6
4  Those who stood 
by said, “Would you 
revile God's high 
priest?”
5  And Paul said, “I 
did not know, 
brothers, that he was 
the high priest, for it is 
written, ‘You shall not 
speak evil of  a ruler 
of  your people.’”

Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 23:4-6
6  Now when Paul 
perceived that one part 
were Sadducees and the 
other Pharisees, he cried 
out in the council, 
“Brothers, I am a 
Pharisee, a son of  
Pharisees. It is with 
respect to the hope and 
the resurrection of  the 
dead that I am on trial.”
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Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 23:7-9
7  And when he had said this, a 
dissension arose between the 
Pharisees and the Sadducees, and 
the assembly was divided.
8  For the Sadducees say that 
there is no resurrection, nor angel, 
nor spirit, but the Pharisees 
acknowledge them all.
9  Then a great clamor arose, and 
some of  the scribes of  the 
Pharisees' party stood up and 
contended sharply, “We find 
nothing wrong in this man. What 
if  a spirit or an angel spoke to 
him?”
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Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 23:10-12
10  And when the 
dissension became 
violent, the tribune, 
afraid that Paul would 
be torn to pieces by 
them, commanded the 
soldiers to go down 
and take him away 
from among them by 
force and bring him 
into the barracks.

Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 23:10-12
11  The following night 
the Lord stood by him and 
said, “Take courage, for as 
you have testified to the 
facts about me in 
Jerusalem, so you must 
testify also in Rome.”
12  When it was day, the 
Jews made a plot and 
bound themselves by an 
oath neither to eat nor 
drink till they had killed 
Paul.

5th of  6 Visions of  Paul
1. Acts 9:3-6 (Conversion)
2. Acts 16:9-10 (Man of  Macedonia)
3. Acts 18:9-10 (Do not be afraid)
4. Acts 22:18 (Temple Vision)
5. Acts 23:10-12 (Jesus encourages Paul)
6. Acts 27:24 (Angel of the Lord/Ceasar)
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Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 23:13-15
13  There were more than forty 
who made this conspiracy.
14  They went to the chief  
priests and elders and said, 
“We have strictly bound 
ourselves by an oath to taste no 
food till we have killed Paul.
15  Now therefore you, along 
with the council, give notice to 
the tribune to bring him down 
to you, as though you were 
going to determine his case 
more exactly. And we are 
ready to kill him before he 
comes near.”

Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 23:16-18
16  Now the son of  Paul's 
sister heard of  their ambush, 
so he went and entered the 
barracks and told Paul.
17  Paul called one of  the 
centurions and said, “Take 
this young man to the tribune, 
for he has something to tell 
him.”
18  So he took him and 
brought him to the tribune and 
said, “Paul the prisoner called 
me and asked me to bring this 
young man to you, as he has 
something to say to you.”
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Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 23:18-20
18  So he took him and brought 
him to the tribune and said, “Paul 
the prisoner called me and asked 
me to bring this young man to you, 
as he has something to say to 
you.”
19  The tribune took him by the 
hand, and going aside asked him 
privately, “What is it that you have 
to tell me?”
20  And he said, “The Jews have 
agreed to ask you to bring Paul 
down to the council tomorrow, as 
though they were going to inquire 
somewhat more closely about him.

Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 23:21-23
21  But do not be persuaded by them, for 
more than forty of  their men are lying in 
ambush for him, who have bound 
themselves by an oath neither to eat nor 
drink till they have killed him. And now 
they are ready, waiting for your 
consent.”
22  So the tribune dismissed the young 
man, charging him, “Tell no one that 
you have informed me of  these things.”
23  Then he called two of  the centurions 
and said, “Get ready two hundred 
soldiers, with seventy horsemen and two 
hundred spearmen to go as far as 
Caesarea at the third hour of  the night.
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Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 23:24-26
24  Also provide 
mounts for Paul to 
ride and bring him 
safely to Felix the 
governor.”
25  And he wrote a 
letter to this effect:
26  “Claudius Lysias, 
to his Excellency the 
governor Felix, 
greetings.
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Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 23:27-29
27  This man was seized by the 
Jews and was about to be killed 
by them when I came upon 
them with the soldiers and 
rescued him, having learned that 
he was a Roman citizen.
28  And desiring to know the 
charge for which they were 
accusing him, I brought him 
down to their council.
29  I found that he was being 
accused about questions of  their 
law, but charged with nothing 
deserving death or 
imprisonment.Felix and Drusilla

Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 23:30-32
30  And when it was disclosed 
to me that there would be a 
plot against the man, I sent 
him to you at once, ordering 
his accusers also to state 
before you what they have 
against him.”
31  So the soldiers, according 
to their instructions, took 
Paul and brought him by 
night to Antipatris.
32  And on the next day they 
returned to the barracks, 
letting the horsemen go on 
with him.
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His Downfall
In A.D. 58/59, severe ethnic riots broke 
out between Jewish and Greek residents 
in Caesarea. Felix responded with 
heavy-handed brutality, leading Jewish 
leaders to formally accuse him of  
corruption and tyranny before Emperor 
Nero in Rome. Nero recalled him from 
Judea, though Felix managed to avoid 
execution due to his brother Pallas's 
remaining political connections. He was 
succeeded as governor by Porcius 
Festus.

Felix and Drusilla
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Felix and Drusilla

Herod Agrippa I 

Historical records note that Drusilla and 
Felix had a son named Agrippa. 
According to Josephus, both Drusilla 
and her son perished during the eruption 
of  Mount Vesuvius in AD 79. 
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Auxiliary Troops (1st Century CE): Rather than full legionaries (heavy Roman citizen 
infantry), the permanent troops headquartered at Caesarea were primarily auxiliaries—
recruited locally or from non-citizen provincial populations (such as Samaritans, Syrians, and 
Greeks).
Composition:

5 Infantry Cohorts: Each cohort typically consisted of  about 500 to 1,000 men.
1 Cavalry Regiment (Ala): A cavalry unit of  about 500 horsemen.
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Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 24:1-3
1  And after five 
days the high 
priest Ananias 
came down with 
some elders and 
a spokesman, 
one Tertullus. 
They laid before 
the governor 
their case 
against Paul.
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