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Review of Acts 23
• Paul is questioned 

before the High Pries 
and Claudius Lysias

• Paul appeal as a
Pharisee draws
division in the 
Sanhedrin 

• Jesus appears to Paul; 
reassures him, he will
go to Rome

• A plot to kill Paul is 
discovered 

• Paul is sent by Lysias 
to Felix in Ceasera, 
escorted by 470, then 
by 70 Horsemen

Ananias ben Nebedeus (AD 47-59)

He was appointed to the office around 
A.D. 47 by Herod of Chalcis (brother of  
Agrippa I). 

Notorious Greed and Bribery: The 
Jewish historian Flavius Josephus 
painted a dark picture of  Ananias, 
describing him as a ruthless tyrant. 
Josephus records that Ananias used his 
violent servants to forcibly confiscate 
tithes directly from the threshing floors, 
leaving ordinary priests to starve, while 
using his immense wealth to bribe both 
Roman officials and Jewish factions to 
maintain his political dominance.

His Violent Death (A.D. 66): Because 
of  his heavy pro-Roman allegiances and 
extreme corruption, Ananias became a 
primary target for Jewish nationalists 
(Sicarii / Zealots). 

At the outbreak of  the First Jewish–
Roman War in A.D. 66, anti-Roman 
rebels burned his palace down. He hid in 
an aqueduct at the royal palace grounds, 
where he was discovered and assassinated 
alongside his brother, Hezekiah. Irony 
played out in his family line: his own son, 
Eleazar, was the Temple Captain who 
helped spark the rebellion against Rome.

The High Priest
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Auxiliary Troops (1st Century CE): Rather than full legionaries (heavy Roman citizen 
infantry), the permanent troops headquartered at Caesarea were primarily auxiliaries—
recruited locally or from non-citizen provincial populations (such as Samaritans, Syrians, and 
Greeks).
Composition:

5 Infantry Cohorts: Each cohort typically consisted of  about 500 to 1,000 men.
1 Cavalry Regiment (Ala): A cavalry unit of  about 500 horsemen.
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Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 24:1
1  And after five 
days the high 
priest Ananias 
came down with 
some elders and 
a spokesman, 
one Tertullus. 
They laid before 
the governor 
their case 
against Paul.
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Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 24:2-3
2  And when he had 
been summoned, 
Tertullus began to 
accuse him, saying: 
“Since through you 
we enjoy much peace, 
and since by your 
foresight, most 
excellent Felix, 
reforms are being 
made for this nation,
3  in every way and 
everywhere we accept 
this with all gratitude.

His Downfall
In A.D. 58/59, severe ethnic riots broke 
out between Jewish and Greek residents 
in Caesarea. Felix responded with 
heavy-handed brutality, leading Jewish 
leaders to formally accuse him of  
corruption and tyranny before Emperor 
Nero in Rome. Nero recalled him from 
Judea, though Felix managed to avoid 
execution due to his brother Pallas's 
remaining political connections. He was 
succeeded as governor by Porcius 
Festus.

Felix and Drusilla
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Felix and Drusilla

Herod Agrippa I 

Historical records note that Drusilla and 
Felix had a son named Agrippa. 
According to Josephus, both Drusilla 
and her son perished during the eruption 
of  Mount Vesuvius in AD 79. 
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Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 24:4-6
4  But, to detain you no 
further, I beg you in your 
kindness to hear us briefly.
5  For we have found this 
man a plague, one who 
stirs up riots among all the 
Jews throughout the 
world and is a ringleader 
of  the sect of  the 
Nazarenes.
6  He even tried to 
profane the temple, but 
we seized him.

The Charges Against Paul:
1. Rebellion against Rome
2. Leader of Jewish Sect
3. Profaning the Temple

Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 24:8-10
8  By examining him 
yourself  you will be able to 
find out from him about 
everything of  which we 
accuse him.”
9  The Jews also joined in 
the charge, affirming that all 
these things were so.
10  And when the governor 
had nodded to him to speak, 
Paul replied: “Knowing that 
for many years you have 
been a judge over this 
nation, I cheerfully make 
my defense.

Paul’s Defense
• He went to Jerusalem to worship God, he was 

not involved in civil disobedience  (Acts 24:10-
13)

• Only 12 days since he arrived in Jerusalem (5-
days Captive) 

• The Way: Consistent with Jewish Faith; Law 
and Prophets, Ressurrection
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Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 24:11-13
11  You can verify that it is 
not more than twelve days 
since I went up to worship 
in Jerusalem,
12  and they did not find 
me disputing with anyone 
or stirring up a crowd, 
either in the temple or in 
the synagogues or in the 
city.
13  Neither can they prove 
to you what they now bring 
up against me.

Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 24:14-16
14  But this I confess to you, 
that according to the Way, 
which they call a sect, I worship 
the God of  our fathers, 
believing everything laid down 
by the Law and written in the 
Prophets,
15  having a hope in God, 
which these men themselves 
accept, that there will be a 
resurrection of  both the just and 
the unjust.
16  So I always take pains to 
have a clear conscience toward 
both God and man.

Job 19:24-27
24  Oh that with an iron pen and lead they 
were engraved in the rock forever!
25  For I know that my Redeemer lives, and 
at the last he will stand upon the earth.
26  And after my skin has been thus 
destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall see God,
27  whom I shall see for myself, and my 
eyes shall behold, and not another. My 
heart faints within me!
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Isaiah 26:19-21
19  Your dead shall live; their bodies 
shall rise. You who dwell in the dust, 
awake and sing for joy! For your dew is a 
dew of  light, and the earth will give birth 
to the dead.
20  Come, my people, enter your 
chambers, and shut your doors behind 
you; hide yourselves for a little while 
until the fury has passed by.
21  For behold, the LORD is coming out 
from his place to punish the inhabitants 
of  the earth for their iniquity, and the 
earth will disclose the blood shed on it, 
and will no more cover its slain.

Daniel 12:1-3
1  “At that time shall arise Michael, 
the great prince who has charge of  
your people. And there shall be a 
time of  trouble, such as never has 
been since there was a nation till that 
time. But at that time your people 
shall be delivered, everyone whose 
name shall be found written in the 
book.
2  And many of  those who sleep in 
the dust of  the earth shall awake, 
some to everlasting life, and some to 
shame and everlasting contempt.
3  And those who are wise shall 
shine like the brightness of  the sky 
above; and those who turn many to 
righteousness, like the stars forever 
and ever.

The Resurrection

Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 24:17-19
17  Now after several years 
I came to bring alms to my 
nation and to present 
offerings.
18  While I was doing this, 
they found me purified in 
the temple, without any 
crowd or tumult. But some 
Jews from Asia—
19  they ought to be here 
before you and to make an 
accusation, should they 
have anything against me.
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Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 24:20-22
20  Or else let these men 
themselves say what 
wrongdoing they found when I 
stood before the council,
21  other than this one thing 
that I cried out while standing 
among them: ‘It is with respect 
to the resurrection of  the dead 
that I am on trial before you this 
day.’”
22  But Felix, having a rather 
accurate knowledge of  the Way, 
put them off, saying, “When 
Lysias the tribune comes down, 
I will decide your case.”

Paul:
The real issue: The 
Resurrection of  the dead

Acts: The Power of the Gospel

Acts 24:23-25
23  Then he gave orders to the centurion that he should be kept in 
custody but have some liberty, and that none of  his friends should be 
prevented from attending to his needs.
.
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Acts: The Power of the Gospel

Acts 24:24-25
24  After some days Felix 
came with his wife 
Drusilla, who was Jewish, 
and he sent for Paul and 
heard him speak about 
faith in Christ Jesus.
25  And as he reasoned 
about righteousness and 
self-control and the 
coming judgment, Felix 
was alarmed and said, 
“Go away for the present. 
When I get an 
opportunity I will 
summon you.”

Felix was 
alarmed

Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 24:26-27
26  At the same time he 
hoped that money 
would be given him by 
Paul. So he sent for 
him often and 
conversed with him.
27  When two years 
had elapsed, Felix was 
succeeded by Porcius 
Festus. And desiring to 
do the Jews a favor, 
Felix left Paul in 
prison.
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Porcius Festus Takes Over

Porcius Festus Takes Over
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Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 25:1-3
1  Now three days 
after Festus had 
arrived in the 
province, he went 
up to Jerusalem 
from Caesarea.                                   
2  And the chief 
priests and the 
principal men of 
the Jews laid out 
their case against 
Paul, and they 
urged him,                         

Acts: The Power of the Gospel

Acts 25:1-3
3  asking as a 
favor against Paul
that he summon 
him to 
Jerusalem—
because they were 
planning an 
ambush to kill 
him on the way.
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Acts: The Power of the Gospel
Acts 25:4-6 
4  Festus replied that 
Paul was being kept at 
Caesarea and that he 
himself intended to go 
there shortly.
5  “So,” said he, “let 
the men of authority 
among you go down 
with me, and if there 
is anything wrong 
about the man, let 
them bring charges 
against him.”
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