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Chapters 16-20
Week 5
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• Summary of Week 1 Class

• Introduction-Jeremiah 1-2

• Summary of Week 2 Class

• Chapter 3-7
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• Summary of Week 3

• Chapter 8-10

• Summary of Week 4

• Chapter 11-15
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Summary of Chapter 16

shall not take a wife, nor shall you 
have sons or daughters 

They shall die of deadly diseases. They 
shall not be lamented, nor shall they be 
buried. They shall be as dung on the surface 
of the ground. They shall perish by the sword 
and by famine, and their dead bodies shall be 
food for the birds of the air and for the beasts 
of the earth.

I have taken away my peace 
from this people, my steadfast love and 
mercy, declares the LORD.
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Both great and small shall die in this land. 
They shall not be buried

No one shall break bread for the mourner, 
to comfort him for the dead

Behold, I will silence in this place, 
before your eyes and in your days

What is the sin that 
we have committed against the LORD our 
God?'

every one of you 
follows his stubborn, evil will, refusing to 
listen to me.

I will show you no 
favor.'
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LORD lives who brought 
up the people of Israel out of the north 
country 

For I will bring them 
back to their own land that I gave to their 
fathers.

fishers

many hunters

because

The Promise of Restoration

to you shall the 
nations come from the ends of 
the earth and say: "Our fathers 
have inherited nothing but lies

I will 
make them know, this once I will 
make them know my power and 
my might, and they shall know 
that my name is the LORD
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Summary of Chapter 17

while their children remember their 
altars and their Asherim, beside every 
green tree and on the high hills

I will 
make you serve your enemies in a land 
that you do not know, for in my anger a 
fire is kindled that shall burn forever

Cursed is the 
man who trusts in man and makes flesh 
his strength, whose heart turns away from 
the LORD.
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"Blessed is the man who trusts in 
the LORD, whose trust is the LORD.

)  The heart is deceitful above all 
things, and desperately sick; who can 
understand it?

I the LORD search the heart and 
test the mind, to give every man 
according to his ways, according to the 
fruit of his deeds."

the fountain of living water

Heal me, O LORD, and I shall be 
healed; save me, and I shall be saved, for 
you are my praise.

• (15)  Behold, they say to me, "Where is the 
word of the LORD? Let it come!"

The Promise of Hope
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"Go and 
stand in the People's Gate, by which the 
kings of Judah enter and by which they go 
out, and in all the gates of Jerusalem,
• (20)  and say: 'Hear the word of the LORD, 

you kings of Judah, and all Judah, and all 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, who enter 
by these gates.

do not bear 
a burden on the Sabbath day or bring it 
in by the gates of Jerusalem.

keep the Sabbath day holy

)  Yet they did not listen or incline 
their ear, but stiffened their neck, that 
they might not hear and receive 
instruction.

'But if 

Are you pliable to the Lord’s Words?
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)  then there shall enter by the gates of this 
city kings and princes who sit on the throne of 
David,

But if you do not listen to me

But IF YOU LISTEN
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Museum of the Bible, Washington DC
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Summary of Chapter 18

go down to the potter's 
house

it seemed good to 
the potter to do.

O house of Israel, can I not do with you 
as this potter has done?

like the clay in the potter's hand, so 
are you in my hand
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turns from its evil, 
I will relent of the disaster that I 
intended to do to it.

if it does evil in my sight
I will relent 

of the good that I had intended to 
do to it.

Turns from Evil = Relent of 
the DISASTER

Does Evil = Relent of the 
GOOD

I am shaping disaster 
against you and devising a plan against you

We will 
follow our own plans
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my people have forgotten me

Then they said, "Come, let us make 
plots against Jeremiah

Yet they have dug a pit for my life. 
Remember how I stood before you to 
speak good for them
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Yet you, O LORD, know all their plotting 
to kill me

Summary of Chapter 19
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"Go, buy a 
potter's earthenware flask, and take 
some of the elders of the people and 
some of the elders of the priests,

Valley of the Son 
of Hinnom

I am bringing such disaster 
upon this place that the ears of 
everyone who hears of it will tingle.

(4)  Because the people have forsaken me and have 

profaned this place by making offerings in it to other 
gods whom neither they nor their fathers nor the kings of 
Judah have known; and because they have filled this 

place with the blood of innocents,
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high places of Baal 
burn their sons in the fire as burnt offerings 
to Baal

Valley of Slaughter

I will give their dead bodies for food 
to the birds of the air and to the beasts of the 
earth.
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I will make them eat the flesh of 
their sons and their daughters, and 
everyone shall eat the flesh of his 
neighbor in the siege and in the distress, 

'Thus says the 
LORD of hosts: So will I break this people 

making 
this city like Topheth.

Topheth (Hinnom)=Gehinnom=Hell

all the 
houses on whose roofs offerings have been 
offered to all the host of heaven

Jeremiah

"Thus says the LORD of hosts, the 
God of Israel, behold, I am bringing upon 
this city and upon all its towns all the 
disaster that I have pronounced against it, 
because they have stiffened their neck, 
refusing to hear my words."
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Summary of Chapter 20

Pashhur the priest

The LORD does not call your name 
Pashhur, but Terror on Every Side
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Jer 34:6-8
(6)  Then Jeremiah the prophet spoke all these words to Zedekiah king of Judah, in Jerusalem,
(7)  when the army of the king of Babylon was fighting against Jerusalem and against all the 
cities of Judah that were left, Lachish and Azekah, for these were the only fortified cities of 
Judah that remained.

Lachish Letters 

Hebrew ostraca
Lachish

ostraca James Leslie Starkey

Wellcome
Naftali Herz Tur-

Sinai
British Museum

[1]

Rockefeller Museum
Jerusalem Israel [2]
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I will give all the wealth of the city

to Babylon

there you shall be 
buried, you and all your friends, to whom you have 
prophesied falsely."

I have become a laughingstock all the day; 
everyone mocks me.

there is in my heart as it were a 
burning fire shut up in my bones, and I am weary 
with holding it in, and I cannot.
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say all my close friends

the LORD is with me as a dread 
warrior; therefore my persecutors will 
stumble; they will not overcome me. 

, who sees the heart and the mind

because he did not kill me in the 
womb; so my mother would have been 
my grave, and her womb forever great.
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